This slim volume is intended to review recent pathophysiological and therapeutic advances in respiratory critical care. The target audience appears to be those already with an understanding of ventilation who wish to overview recent literature. Reviews of ARDS pathophysiology, ventilator-associated lung injury and the role of ventilatory strategies, adjunct therapies in ARDS, noninvasive ventilation and "weaning" from ventilation are presented. The final chapter focuses on the aims, mechanisms and uses of newly introduced ventilatory modes. In the arena of ARDS most of the areas of interest in the literature from the last few years are dealt with.
I found this an easy and interesting book to read. Topics are concisely but effectively presented and there is generally an emphasis on seeking an evidence base for clinical practice. The review of new ventilator modes is excellent and clearly outlines existing data regarding the algorithms underpinnning these and evidence as to their utility or otherwise.
References are extensive and current, with many from late 1998 included. Despite multiple authors there is little repetition of material and writing styles are complementary.
A few criticisms are warranted. The figures are small, and in a few instances less than ideal because of this. Relatively little attention is paid to advances in areas of respiratory medicine impacting on the critically ill other than ARDS, which detracts from the standard and tone of the book.
Overall my impression was that this is a worthwhile book, particularly for individuals who wish to rapidly review recent literature on ARDS and ventilation. I was pleased to include it in our unit collection.
M The text follows a model commenced by Cook and Davis in 1994 with their text "Anaesthetic Principles for Organ Transplantation". The text develops in a predictable manner with a chapter on the history of organ transplantation followed by chapters on organ resources and consent for donation, declaration of brain death and management of the organ donor. A chapter devoted to mechanical devices as a bridge to transplantation is followed by chapters on heart, lung, liver, small bowel, pancreas, kidneys and corneal transplantation. The omission of chapters on bone marrow and skin transplantation seems appropriate as these chapters added little to the value of the text of Cook and Davis.
The inclusion of chapters on anaesthesia for the previously transplanted patient, intensive care management, the role of nutrition in the care of the transplant patient, haematological considerations and the biology of immunosuppression and infections in the transplant patient, are additional to the text of Cook and Davis. The new chapter on the principles of pharmacokinetics does not place a lot of emphasis on specific problems related to transplantation and does not sit easily with the proceeding chapters.
The final two chapters on ethical issues and psychosocial issues in organ transplantation follow the previously developed model. Sharpe and Gelb finish their book with an overview, a more appropriate arrangement than Cook and Davis, whose overview was the introduction.
The chapters are written by anaesthetists, physicians and surgeons recognized as leaders in their subspecialties of specific organ transplants from North America and Canada. There is appropriate emphasis on the common features of many organ transplant recipients such as the complications of organ failure, poor nutritional status and immunosuppressant therapy. However since many hospitals tend to offer a relatively limited transplant service this means that several chapters in this text will not be of direct relevance to any one anaesthetic department.
It is unlikely that an anaesthetic department without specific involvement with solid organ transplants could justify the cost of this text. The chapter on anaesthesia for the previously transplanted patient is available in many other texts without the need for the added cost of the purchase of this text.
There seems to be a better than usual emphasis on the practicalities of providing anaesthesia care and the authors are to be commended on combining a text that not only provides theory but also good practical advice.
The book is recommended to any major anaesthetic department involved in organ transplantation but could not be justified for departments who are only involved in the care of patients who have had transplants.
P Whilst I am enthusiastic about the concept of a ready reference for drugs used in acute and chronic pain management, I consider the execution of this book is flawed.
A "handbook" of 16 cm (height) by 11 cm (width) by 3.5 cm (depth) and weighing 0.4 kg makes a somewhat unwieldy item. These days the only folk who wear white coats (with capacious pockets) seem to be professors-perhaps they're the ones who need such books. A larger format would have resulted in a monograph that could be stored more easily in one's briefcase, desk or bookcase, with a binding less at risk of disintegration, and with a more readable format, especially for tables.
Also, Dr Omoigui has discussed each drug individually without generic sections. Thus each of the opioids, of the NSAIDs and of the tricyclics repeats the list of actions and side-effects which are common to their class; I would have preferred a generic discussion of each class with subsequent individual sections describing how a particular drug differs from its fellow members of the class. It is such differences, whether due to efficacy, side-effects, formulation, cost, or availability, which dictate prescription. The tables in Appendix 2 attempt this task belatedly with sketchy results, and the small page size makes the tables difficult to read.
The saved space could have been utilized otherwise. Other than a token bibliography at the end, this book is devoid of references. It would have been greatly improved by the inclusion of citations of a couple of recent pharmacologically directed reviews of at least the major classes of drugs. Also there is no examination of the evidence on which therapy is based. I believe this is very disappointing for any therapeutic text published in the late nineties. There is good evidence for some of the therapies described in this book and poor evidence for others-clinicians should be informed as to whether they are building on rock or sand.
The book has some good features. It has a wide coverage of drugs and it includes recently introduced agents. It successfully combines succinctness with comprehensive notes about each drug. Relevant precautions about each drug's use are includedalbeit sometimes located in the section on dosing. At the front, it has a useful section listing recommended drug and non-drug therapies for various pain syndromes and situations. At the back are appendices
